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Dear Mr. Roper: 



J rpre, j 


to Parmele 




7 



day 

-ing 


covering 

tobacco. 


Led today a copy of a patent 

_ ^orillard^o.) No. 3,112,755 which 

issued DecemSe? 3, 196J. I had noted a reference ■ ^ 

to it in the United States Patent Office Of f icial ^aa 

Gazette and I now find it corresponds to the 
British Patent No. 932,988 which I sent you yester- Q\ . dL 
the addition of citric acid to smok- i4r~^ . 

_____ _ 

The patent asserts that tobacco smoke v ' ■ 

, j* inhibits the action of the cilia in the respiratory , 

and the inventor made the surprising discovery ^ 

x . /that the addition of citric acid to the tobacco 

(\K<^ neutralizes the inhibiting action on the cilia. I ^ ^ 

did not think Lorillard would obtain the U.S. pat- ^ 
ent, but apparently they succeeded in convincing * 

the Examiner that it produced an unusual and sur- . 

prising effect other than the mere adding of flavor 
a to the smoke. 

A c . rftU 

Sincerely, 
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E. R. Helferic 


Enc. 
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